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Critical Diſſertation, &c. 


VF EXT to proving the truth of the 
{ chriſtian religion, vindicating it 
from objeftions, explaining its 
doctrines, and inforcing its pre- 
cepts,; one cannot do it a more 
uſeful ſervice, than by clearing up thoſe paſſa- 
ges in the books of it, that appear intricate 
and difficult, that have pe x the learned 
as well as the ignorant; ca after a variety of 
interpretations, remain as difficult as ever. 


Ta there are ſuch paſſages in the ſacred 
writings, is no objection to their authority. 
Different idioms of languages, cuſtoms of 
countries, vulgar opinions, and diverſe other 
cauſes, will give- an obſcurity to many things 
in after-times, and to people of other nations, 
that were extreamly clear and eaſy, when they 
were written, A fondneſs for myſterious and 
fublime interpretations makes many overlook, 
or reject, and ſametimes even deſpiſe, the plain 
and ſimple meaning: And when. a thing has 
deen long thought difficult and obſcure, one is 
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apt to deſpair of ever underſtanding it. There 
is too, among many, a vitious fear of going 
out of the beaten road, and a dread that a 
new explication may be dangerous to the faith: 
And I know not what ridiculous pride makes 
ſome, who fancy themſelves ſingularly learned, 
look down with contempt on what 1s advanc'd 
by others, as if themſelves only were the peo- 
ple, and wiſdom was to die with them. 5 


Tut paſſage I propoſe to offer an interpre- 
tation of, has been thought extreamly difficult 
by moſt commentators. Mr. Locke frankly ac- 
knowledges, he knows not what to make of 
it; nor ſo much as offers a conjecture about 
it: And Beza, tho' he mentions two opinions 
from other writers, with the ſame ingenuity 
confeſſes that neither of them ſatisfies him: 
Nor will the meanings that have been put on 
it by others, convey any rational ideas, or do 
the leaſt honour to the apoſtle. 


Tnar what is tranſlated Power, which the 
. woman ought to have on her head, ſignifies a Veil, 
every body agrees; and in ſome verſions it is 
render'd, Velamen; poteſtatis indicium ; une en- 
ſeigne, ou, une marque, qu elle eft ſous pon n 
and by our firft reformer Wickliffe, therfore 
the womman ſchal have an hilyng on her heed alſo 
for aungelis, This being agreed, it is not 
much matter, with regard to the ſentiment, 
whether the original be, as in the uſual edi- 
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tions of the New Teſtament, Egeucia, or, as o- 
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early as the patriarchal times in ſcripture. Mi- 


14. 15. 


[5] 
thers would alter it, EZouC&ia * ; ſince either of 
them is equally a ſign of the ſuperiority of the 


man; and that is all the poll is  lollicitons 
to ſupport. 


THE Veil was very early introduc' *Þ into the 


world, and univerſally worn, as a token of 
ſubjection. Tertullian F is of opinion that it 


was preſcrib'd in paradiſe, immediately after 
Mi Be that as it will, we read of it as 


melech, king of Gerar, refers to it when he re- 
proves Sarab for pang herſelf upon him for 
Abraham's ſiſter inſtead of his wife, behold be 
is to thee a covering of the eyes unto all that 
are with thee, and to all other t. Rebecca upon 
her firſt ſeeing IJſaac at a diſtance, to whom 
ſhe was betroth'd, as ſoon as the ſervant. told 


her it was his maſter, therefore, becauſe ſhe was 


betroth'd to him, ook a Veil and covered her- 
fol $ out of modeſty and deference. And 

en we read that Tamar did the ſame thing 
with an intent to ſeduce her father-in-law, we 
are not to ſuppoſe it was ever a ſign of lewd- 


neſs, or part of the dreſs of an harlot, tho' 


Fudah immediately took her to be one; for he 


Was led to think her ſo, becauſe ſhe fat with 1t 


in an open place; and *twas impoſſible for him 
to ſee © who ſhe was, becauſe ſhe had wr 


1 |. 


* Vid. Gothofred. + De veland. virgin. *fþ Gen. 
xx. 16, + Chap. xxiv. 65. 1 Xxxviii. 
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11 was us'd likewiſe among the Greeks on 


the ſame account. When Helen was conducted 


by Iris to view the combat between her huf- 


band Menelaus, and Paris, Homer ſays, 


Abba 4. E ονhε¹⁰jũwjU1 e νπαά⁰] oo 
Newar ex Ianrauo' reger X&TH% 4; 
Xeovor. IA. FT. 


And when Thetis, after revolving in her 11 
the death of her ſon Achilles, was ſummon'd 


to a conſultation of the gods by the fame 
meſſenger, after her reply to the ſummons, 
he adds, 


N; apa Pwrnaace gf e At 9 1% Near £ 


n. Q. 


Auoxcsr the Romans too, the word Nupta, 


a marty'd woman, literally ſignifies © one co- 


ver'd with a Veil,“ 4 nubere ſe to be cover'd; 
whence Robert Stevens, tho* perhaps he is miſ⸗ 
taken in deriving Nupta 4 nube, tells us, ſunt qui 


dicunt virum tum nubere, quum ſervit uxori, velut 


il la potius vir fit quam ille. And Martial has a 
pretty * on the ſame thought, _ 


Uroren quare locupletem ducere nolo = 
Quaeritis? uxori nubere nolo meae. 

Inferior matrona ſuo fit, Priſce, marito, 
Non aliter fuerint JRun virque pares. 


FROM 


Lib. 8. 12. 


71 


| | Faom a we fre Gagne of. the 
| word «overs, which the apoſtle uſes in the Pa- 

ſage before us, the reaſon of the woman's 
wearing the Veil being the ſame in all coun- 
tries; the Hebrew Word likewiſe N {radad) 
the root, from whence comes PT) (radid) 4 
Feil, ſignifying t bear rule and authority ; and 
therefore +Z2vora is the moſt literal trandation 
of it into the e e. nen N 8 
was writing. Y 


Now this _ of chai lis upon ſome 
pretenoe or other, the Coriutbias women had 
taken it into their heads to throw off in theic 
chriftian aſſemblies, either wholly, or at leaſt 
while they themſelves were'performing what- 
ever part belong'd to them. The latter o 
which is moſt probable from the apoſtle's, 
cifying _ 2 and propheſying , "which 
were only parts of their religious exerciſes ; 
Buc in what manner they relate to the yoann 
is ſomewhat diffcult to eetermine, 25570 


Ie vill be no violengs to the firſt reffios, 
if we underſtand it only of their atten _— 
the publick prayers. of the church; 
one alone utter d, or repeated . 
audible voice, yet as he was the mouth of the 
_ congregation, it was properly the act of them 
all. But we cannot, ——_— conſiſtentiy 


| with accuracy and ſpeech; call 
2X . their atcendance on $i — 
ing of the men, by the name of; prep efying 1 


and 


— 


be intirely put out of the queſtioͤn. 


[8] 
and perhaps it will be more eaſy to find out 


Niese 
14a A wa- > * 


what their propheſying was not, than what it 


actually was. 


Berors the apoſtle has done with the argu- 
ment he is upon, he ſays, chap. xiv. 34. Lei 
your women keep filence' in the churches, and 
gives as a reaſon for: it, what ſeems to be no 
new precept, but well known among them, for 
it is nat permitted unto them to fheak ;, which was 
by no means true, if the propheſying to which 
he refers in the paſſage be ore us, and which 
was evidently their duty, conſifted of any 
thing properly called fpeaking''1n the church, 
whether it was feaching, or exbortatian, or fore. 
telling future events. © Theſe then, I think muſt. 


IxpEED, the prophet Joel foretels that 150 
fpirit of. the Lord ſhall be poured out upon all 
Neſb without exception, upon old and young, 
and upon the ſervarits, and upon the hand- 
maids, chap. ii. 28, 29. and particularly 
mentions that their ſons, and their daughters 


Hall propheſy: And St. Peter applies this-paſ- 


ſage to the effuſion-of the Holy Ghoſt in the 
day of Pentecoſt, As ii. 15, Sc. But yet it by 
no means appears for certain, from that hiſtory 
of the deſcent of the Holy 'Ghoſt, whether 


the apoſtles did any thing more, themſelves, at 


that time, than ſpeak with tongues the wonderful 
works of God; or whether there were any wo- 
men preſent among them or no; or whether 
BA LEE Ot "- 5 5 T5104 ak 


ding the particulars, 


court, to inquire concerning the words of the book 


[9] 


"all ' that were with one accord in one place, Acts 
ii. 1. refers only to the twefve, mentioned in the 


laſt verſe of the preceding chapter; or to zhe 
hundred and twenty in ver. 15; and whatever 


opinion any one may have of theſe things, can 
ariſe only from conjecture, and the greateſt pro- 
bability, as it appears to him. So that I do not 
"ſee, that either of theſe paſſages will determine 
any of the particulars we are inquiring after. 


And indeed Joel's prophecy ſeems to be a gene- 
ral deſcription of the happineſs of the evange- 
lical ſtate ; like what Jſaiab tells us, all thy cbil- 
Aren ſhall be taught of the Lord; or Feremiah, and 
they ſhall teach no more every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother ſaying, know the Lord, 

for they ſhall all know me from the leaſt of them 
to the preateſt of them, ſaith the Lord, If. liv. 13. 
Jer. xxxi. 34; but was very properly apply*d 
by St. Peter on that occaſion, generals inclu- 


Bur tho' this will by no means determine 


what the women's propheſying © in the church” 


was; that will not prove, they had no ſuch 
gifts in private. Among the es, tho? it does 
not appear that any of their propheteſſes ex- 
erciſed their gifts, or perform'd any office, in 
their. ſynagogues, or religious aſſemblies ; yet 
we find ſome of them had the gift of foretel- 
ling future events, and were apply'd to for 
that purpoſe ; particularly Huldab the wife of 
Shallum, to whom king Jab ſent even the 
high-prieſt, as well as other officers of his 


of 


[10]. 


of the law which was found in the houſe of the 
Lord; and her anſwer foretold the accompliſh- 
ment of the evil which God would bring upon 
the place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, 2 Kings 
XXi1, 16. It might be the ſame among the 
chriſtian women; they might have the gift of 

rophecy, either foretelling future events, or 
inſtructing, and edifying their own houſes, or 
their neighbours ; and yet not beallow'd to per- 
form any of theſe things in the church. 


Ap fo we find, tho' the apoſtle gives as 
a reaſon why the women were not to ſpeak in 
the church, that they might not uſurp authority 
over the man, 1 Tim. ii. 12; yet he ſuppoſes 
they might have ſuch an effect by their pri- 
vate converſation, and behaviour, on their 
own huſbands at home, as to convert them 
to the faith, 1 Cor. vii. 14—16, the unbelieving 
huſband is ſanftify d by the wife—what knoweſt 
thou, O wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy huſband ? 
I preſume, in this proteſtant country I need 
not add, it could not be by works of ſuperero- 
gation, but merely by inſtruction and exam- 
ple, as St. Peter explains it. 1 Ep. iii. 1. 
Likewiſe ye wives, be in ſubjection to your own 
huſbands, that if any obey not the word; they alſo 
may without the word, be won by the converſation 
F .the wives. 


I THINK then we may ſafely allow, that 
the women might exetciſe theſe gifts of pro- 
phecy © out of the church; tho there is no proof 
that they did, there being but one place in 
85 5 the 


[+] 


the New 7. Rament ks any mention is made 
; 60 3 $ 7% Hi and that is, of the 

ou 0 i P 4 evangeliſt, virgins, 
| that did propheſy, Acts xxi. 9g but neither ili 
this help us to any S on . haves 


Wi the paſſage befor 


Ir. being {be 8 dener tho 
the women did ge» jn tbe churcb, and 
equally plain that they were not allow'd 70 
Heal there; we muſt inquire whether there 
was avy. ſort of propheſying that was perr 
form'd in another manner than by /peaking ; 
and as Mt. Mede has 2 — -prov'd 
that ' one ſpecies of propheſying was finging 
palms; that ſeems to be the only ching left 
that can be here apply d to the Corinthian wo- 
men; and is a cuſtom that has been kept up 
in all ages of the church, by men and moines 


II to this day. 


I none adviſe the reader to peroſe Mi 
Made s maſterly diſcourſe upon the ſybject : * 
But that the thread of this diſſertation may 
not be loſt, T will * mention the reaſons by | 
which he ſupports 1 dt. % | 


. 


Tner are drawn from the e pale 
ges of ſcripture, Exod. xv. 21, 22, and Mi- 
riam tbe propheteſs the fiter of Aaron at a 
timbrel in her hand, and all the wamen went 'ojit © 
after ber with timbrels and with dances. And 

E oi oor "Aim | 


* miſe 16, 


[ x2 ] 

Miriam anſwer'd tbem, ſing ye to the Lord, &c. 
And 1 Sam. x. 5 and. 10, thou ſhalt meet a com- 
pany of prophets coming down from the-high place, 
with a pſaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a 

harp before them, and they fhall prophth——and 
when they came thither. to the hill, a company of 
prophets met him, and the ſpirit of God came tac 
him, and he prophefy'd among them. Now. that 
this propheſying was “ ſinging the praiſes of 
| God” to the timbrels, Sc. is evident from 
1 Chron. xxv. 1 and 3, moreover David and the 
captains of the hoſt ſeparated to the ſervice, of 
the ſons of Aſaph, and of Heman, and of Je- 
duthun, who ſhould propheſy with harps,” with 
pſalteries and with cymbals ——who prophefy'd 
with a harp © to give thanks and to praiſe the 
Lord.“ And this ſeems to be the particular 
gift of Deborab who is ſtiPd a propheteſs,: as is 
probable from her memorable triumphal ſong 
Judg. v. So Anna the propheteſs gave thanks 
unto the Lord Luke 11. 38; the word avb,νM⁵ͤ’p o- 
etre, here us'd; looks as if hers was a kind of 
reſponſe to that of Simeon in the preceding 
verſes; for if we conſider the thankſgivings, 

or triumphal ſongs in the Old Teftament, we 
ſhall find they are generally diſpos'd in that 
manner, into parts, and a chorus; which ſeems 
to be the meaning of Miriam's © anſwering *? 

them, in the paſſage juſt quoted; and from 
which, in all likelihood, the wee in our 
Ii turgy- take their origins" 


Now it is very evident that fo Pnging 3 
was one of the gifts of the ſpirit from 1 Cor. 
1 | xiv. 


1 
xiv. 26. Col. iii. 16. Eph. v. 19; and therefore 
the  apoſtle* s ſpeaking of the propheſing of 
women in the churches, is extreamly proper, 


tho? they did nothing elſe but Jing by the ſpirit. 
And this ſenſe of: T is farther con- 
4 


firmed, from the word vaticinari ſignify- 
ing both to e an! bam verſes. 


ILehosk to crowd. theſe things rogether in 
1 manner I have; the bounds. of this diſſer- 
tation not Ly me to ra as 2 Mede 


ub theſe then were the andy: exerciſes in 


which the women properly bore a part; it 
will not be eaſy' to ſuppoſe, as ſome have 
done, that their-throwing off the Veil, was in 
imitation of the Barq sta, or IIu iat among 
the heathens; there being nothing in the chri⸗ 
ſtian worſhip fimilar to the inſpirations, or rap- 
cures: thank propheretſys Prev dee 


X Mata eſt numine quands 
| Jan propiore Dei. — — 
| and it is impoltible but they muſt. be inſtruck. 


„that it Was Joe the reverſe of any thing 
di, „ 


* 


+ \ a i - 7 7 — 5 . * : 
* > a . 


IT is.more probable chat! it ants from a mit- 
taken notion, that chriſtianity had abrogated 
the ſuperiority of the man, and put the ſexes 
on a level; at leaſt it would furniſh ſome kind 
of pretence, and might in time, and by de- 

grees, 
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have been ſufficient for him to have expos'd 
their indecency, as in the ſubſequent verſes, 
without tracing up his argument to ſo high an 
original. Particularly, it ſeems to be nothing 
at WY! to the purpoſe, if they did it in 2 

| | tatio 


141 


grees, introduce a ſcheme for that purpoſe; 
And thai would have been a thing of very 
miſchievous conſequence ; not only as it was 
contrary to the order of nature, and the ex- 
preſs appointment of God immediately after 
the fall; but as it would hinder the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel, by preventing men from em · 
bracing a religion, which took, or was ſuppos'd 
to take, away their great prerogative. Who- 
ever remembers [zvie's account of the ſpirit 
with which the Roman ladies proſecuted, and 
at length obtain*d, the abrogation of the Op- 
pian law, will not t wonder if theſe made a din | 
for it at leaſt. | 


Anp I am the FER induc'd to think the 
Corinthian women might have gone into this 
opinion, from the pains tlie apoſtle takes to 
prove the fuperiority of the man, before he 


comes to ſpeak of the propriety of the wo» 
man” s ſhewing. the — of ſubjection, as 


well in the immediate preſence of God, who 
compaſſionately beholds all his creatures with 
an equal regard, as upon any other occaſton; 
1, would have Ju know that the head of every 

man is Chriſt, and the head of the woman is th 
man, and the head of Chriſt is God. If they had 
thrown it off from any other motive, it woul 


Liv. Lib. 34. 


= 
tation of the prieſteſſes that have been men- 


And it is remarkable what care the apoſtles, 
in general, take to eſtabliſh this doctrine of 
the ſubjection of the woman, at the ſame 

time that they lay down the moſt ſtrong and 
forcible precepts of a loving, affectionate, 
and tender uſage. on the ſide of the man; 
who. is barely the ſuperior, not a tyrants 
and to whom, tho' the woman muſt obey, 
ſhe is not. to carry her regard to excels, 
or, as the apoſtle expreſſes it, 1% be afraid with 
amazement *, And indeed none but a perſon 
of very brutal, ſavage diſpoſition would take 
adyantage of this ſuperiority to treat what God 
has created for his help, and ſuccour, and 
call'd his own fleſh, with roughneſs and ſeve- . 
rity. Plutarch very genteely compares this fu- 
periority to © the ſoul's: governing the body, 
ze to which it is united by mutual love and 
« affection ;”” xparuv e Ie Toy ardpe This 
ey URS uy, ws EGTA) us, @AAGE ] 
un owpa'ros, cvpralouyrae xai ue 
XoTa T evvoin Paw rapayyram 


E ſuperiority of the man then, and the 
reaſon of the woman's wearing the Veil, 
being eſtabliſh'd; before I proceed to ſhew =_ 
| Fe ets 


® Pet. iti, 6. 
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the wornan ſhould keep it on in the religious aſ- 


ſemblies becauſe of the angels, dia Tous ayyixour, 


to explain which is the principal deſign of this 
difſertation ; I ſhall inquire into the nature of 


the apoſtle's reaſoning in this place, which has 


been thought one of the moſt difficult parts of 
wo epiſtles. 


THE argument for the ſuperiority of the 
man ſeems plain and obvious; and therefore 
*tis needleſs to make any obſervations upon it: 
But there are two things which ſeem more dif- 
ficult, and which therefore it will be wortlt 


while to examine into, namely, 


How nature teaches, that if a man have long 
Bir, it is a ſhame unto him, but if a woman 


have long hair, it is a glory to Ber; and 


How a man praying or Zane r heving 
his head cover d, ai ſhonoureth his head. 


* 


As to the firſt. The nature which Fg a- 
poſtle ſays teaches this, cannot be ſuppos'd tb 
be that nature which dictates the ſame paſſions 
and ſentiments to all ; nor can it be meant of 
the natural length of a man's hair, nothing 
which nature does, which is infinitely various 
in her operations, being properly a ſhame to 
any one; for to ſuppoſe that would be a re- 
flexion on the author of nature. On the con- 
trary *tis mention'd as an inſtance of the 
beauty of 4b/alom, * the __—_ of his hair, 

3 In 


* 2 Sam, xiv, 26. 


[ 17 ] 

In all Iſrael there was none to be ſo much prais'd 
as Abſalom, for his beauty: from the ſole of bis 
| fovt, even to the crown of his head, there was no 
blemiſh in him. And when he polled his bead (for 
it was at every year's end that he polled it: be- 
cauſe the hair was heavy on him therefore he polled 
it) he weighed the hair of his head at two hun- 
dred fhekels after the king s weight ; which, if 
we compute by Hebrew weights, was no leſs. 
than a hundred Roman ounces ; or if, as others 
will have it, by Babylonian weights, the book 
being ſuppos'd to be wrote in the time of the 
Babylowſh captivity, thirty three ounces and 
one third. 1 . 


By nature therefore muſt be here meant cuſ- 
tom, which in moſt places paſſes for nature; 
and is ſo commonly us'd in ſpeech among all 
people, that it would be idle to bring quota- 
tions in proof of it. Nor does eay xoua, here 
tranſlated have long hair, ſignify the natural 
length of a man's hair, but an artificial, effe- 
minate, manner of nouriſhing, and dreſſing it; 
and ſo others render it comam nutrire ; ſi P homme 
nourrit ſa chevalure: And there is this diffe- 
rence, and Conſtantine quotes a paſſage of Ar- 
temodorus to prove it, between xoun and Tpryw- 
ua, that one ſignifies, hair adorn'd or put in 
order, the other, hair neglected or uncomb'd; 
from whence, ach is ſometimes us'd for ſu- 


Vid. Conſtant. Lexic. in verb. hn. 


2 Now 


18] 


8 


No cuſtoms are good, or bad, according 
to what they expreſs. Homer deſcribes the 
Grecians by the very contrary ſingularity to 
what the apoſtle alludes to in this place, xaęn- 
zopowyles Ayaror; which appears to me to be 
from the care they took of their hair be- 
fore they went to battle; not that they 
might appear more terrible to the enemy, as 
ſome have thought; for *tis extreamly ſtrange 
that what render'd them lovely in the eyes of 
one ſex, ſhould render them much the re- 
verſe in the eyes of the other; but, to ſhew 
the ſerenity with which they went to engage, 
and their fixt reſolution to conquer or die. 
And my reaſon for putting this conſtruction 
on Homer's xugnopuouyTes Ayaior is the follow- 
ing ſtory from Herodotus *. | 


Wren Aerxes ſent a horſeman to obſerve 
the Lacedemonian army, a little before the bat- 
tle of Thermopylae, he found them, ſome ex- 
erciſing themſelves at gymnaſtick games, and 
others combing their hair. A ſingularity which 
very much amaz'd the horſeman (raura di 
Diyasvor ebe) whom they let depart qui- 
etly, conceiving the utmoſt contempt of him. 
Xerxes himſelf, when *twas related to him, was 
as much at a loſs to gueſs at the reaſons of 
this conduct; which was ſo unlike the cuſtoms 
of other countries, that, tho' he thought it 
ſomething extreamly ridiculous (aur yaa 

yap 1Favoyro Touy) it rais'd his curioſity ſo 
much, 


* Hpod. Hochi. 


[19] 
much, as to ſend. for Demaratus, a Lacedema- 
nian prince then in his camp, to know of him 
the reaſon of it. Which Demaratus tells him 

in theſe words, vous ya oÞs our £YWv eTeay 
UN ο une uyevery n Juxn, Tors Tas z*pakas 
vorn; tis a cuſtom among them, that 
<« when they are determin'd to put their lives to 
e the extreameſt hazard, they then adorn their 
„heads. Demaratus uſes a different word 
from what Herodotus ſays the horſeman ſaw: 
They were then only putting their hair in or- 
der with a comb (Tous os Tas xopas xTEVIGO 6 
vous) and neither of the expreſſions has in it the 
leaſt idea of any thing terrible. It is not im- 
probable they conſider'd themſelves as victims 
Juſt going to be ſacrific'd; and therefore dreſs'd 
themſelves in the manner the creatures were 
dreſs'd up, which were devoted to that pur- 
poſe. And how generouſly they did ſacrifice 
their lives for the good of their country, the 
hiſtory of that glorious battle informs us. 
And one can hardly think their appearance in 
that manner in the field, could have ſo very 
different an effect from what was the real in- 
tention of it in the city. For Lycurgus ex- 
preſsly © accuſtom'd them to it, to render the 
« handſome more beautiful, and the ugly 
« more frightful,“ os «Sioe Tous To\las a0. 
ory Tous {48 KaNous wTeemroepous Moltl, TOUS | 
ao yeous PoBrewrigous' 
F | Il\our. ap. Apnovpy- 


To ſuch a people, and on ſuch an occaſion, 


the apoſtle would not have ſaid that if they 
C 2 took 


[ 20 ] 

took care of their hair it were a ſhame to 
them; but on the contrary, would have cele- 
brated their virtue on that account. And there 
is a paſſage in Ariſtotle's rhetorick of that very 
kind, in which he ſays, that in Zacedaemon 
% long hair was a mark of honour, and ſign 
of liberty; and *twas not eaſy for a perſon 
e that wore it to do a baſe thing,” % Aaxs- 
© ,ονe Hopay Kakov. thfuvDeeras yas onjuerov. ou 
Yap £51 x0puwrra padioy oudey Tote £gyov O nrõ,l 


Lib. i. 


Bur if we enquire into the different mo- 
tives why other perſons took the ſame care of 
their hair, we ſhall ſee the apoſtle had good 
ground for what he advances. 5 


Ir is generally one part of the character of 
an effeminate, lewd, fellow to do ſo, both 
among the Greek and Latin writers. When 
Paris retreated at the ſight of Menelaus before 
the walls of Troy, Hector, enrag'd at his cow- 
ardice, reproaches him in the ſevereſt terms 
e for the diſtreſs which, by his ſcandalous rape 
e of Helen, he had brought upon his father, 
<* the city, and all the people; for his not ha- 
, * ving now courage, tho* he had dar'd to 
take the brave Menelaus's wife from him, 
“ either to defend her, or look him in the 
face; for the deſpicable figure he made by 
© this retreat, inſomuch that it had been bet- 
% ter for him never to have been born, or, at 
< leaſt, that he had periſhed before his marri- 
F age.” And then aſks him, with a ſneer, 

: % whether 


c whether *twas -oſſible he could be the ſame 

“ perſon who had engag*d, not only his own 
* companions, but ſtrangers too, to riſque 
e their fortunes with him in the fleet that 
brought away the beautiful wife of that 
„ warlike hero?“ at the ſame time ſcoffing at 
him for © the effeminacy of his perſon, his 
care of his hair, and excelling it in all the 
« gifts of Venus.” | 


Ir would be too 1 to mide the whole 
aſſage, I ſhall only mention thoſe lines where- 
in the effeminacy of his perſon, and the 8 
neſs of his mind, are nee . 6 


. S 


Auorag. Eidos R-. vu ανCb es. ocker. | 


Hmov xayYax0wo! xexpmeopeomyIes Aga; | 
Serv es. glue TPOPeOY ſHf Cl. OUVERE KAACD 
Eidos em. %AA o. £qtBin Ppt ive ode is aue. 


Our ay r, ypaiopy übe ge T& TE Ho Appe- 


en. 1 
' Hre KOMH. . 2 In » 


Horace bs to have theſe lines in his eye. 


NMaguicguum Veneris prachh dio fern 
Pettes caeſariem : grataque feminis 
Imbelli cithard carmina divides. 
Nequicquam thalamo graves 
Haſtas, et calami ſpicula Gnaſſii 8 
Vitabis, ſtrepitumque et celerem ſequi | 
 Ajacem. Tamen, heu, ſerus adulteros 
Crines pulvere collines, Carm. Lib. 1 i. Od. 8. 
3 * To 


*” 


3 


ſ 
\ 


[2] 


"To the apoſtle's 3 Chabotius "i 
r this paſſage, Crines proprie ſunt mulierum, 
uur diſcernuntur vittis; et Feſto dicuntur amo 
cel ms @ diſcretione. Cacſaries autem oft vi- 
| rerum, a caedendo, ut ipſos decet. Whether there 
be ſo ſtrict a difference between theſe two 
words; I will not take upon me to determine; 
but there is certainly that difference in the hair 
of the male, and female, in almoſt all antique 


e 16 and me and medals. 


IL OMS pourtrait of Adam and Eve, 
| pe this diſtinction better than any thing 
elſe that can be ſaid upon it, 


His fair large front, and eye dünne declar 4 

Abſolute rule, and hiacinthian locks 

Round, from his parted forelock manly hung 
luſtering, but not beneath his outer broad. 

She, as a veil, down to the ſlender waiſt 

Her unadorned golden treſſes wore 

Diſhevel'd ; but in wanton ringlets wav'd, 

As the vine curls her tendrils ; which imply'd 


4: 0 — 8 
| . Parad. If, B B. iv. 


APOLLO cad; is always repreſented with 
flowing hair, ſomething like women, 


Crinibus inf ignem, | or acuts euſpide Phoebum 
W 


Ov. Artor. i i. Eleg. 1. 


but 


[ 23] 


but that is only to diſtinguiſh him. as OY 
between whom, and the other ſex, there was 
| fill a difference according to Ovid, 


Ner er materia oft numeris Jevioribus apta — — 
Aut puer, aut * —_— Rue erbat. 


* 


Any not ole was there a difference i in the 
length of the hair, but the women dreſſed and 
ornamented theirs in a manner. that men'ord> 
narily did not; at which cuſtom Milton 
haps glances with ſome diſapprobation when 
he ſays her unadorned golden treſſes; braiding” it 
down, interweaving the locks either with 855 
another, or elſe with laces, and ribbands, of 
gold, or ſilver, or diverſe colours, brin 
them again over their heads, and faſtening 
them with a bodkin into a knot at the hinder 
parts. At feſtivals, and upon any publick re- 
joicings, or in their amours, they anointed 
them with an oil, or perfume, of myrrh. Every 
one of which cuſtoms is mention d dy the 

poets. 


I, pete unguentum, puer, et coronas, 
Et cadum Marſi memorem duells, 
Sparticum fi qua potuit vagantem 
Fallere teſta. | 
Dic et argutae properet Neæaerae 
 Myrrheum nods probibere crinem. 
Hor. Carm. Lib. iii. Od. 14. 


\ | 
Cur 


Citi flavam religas comam 
| Ib. Li i. Od. P 


Indutus "WW Hriam, quam limbus obibat 5 
Aureus, ornabant aurata monilia collum; | 


Et madidos myrrha, curvum crinale capillos 5 
Ov. Metam. v. 53. 
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and we find St. Paul, 3 St. Peter, exhort- 
ing the chriſtian women not to indulge to 
| theſe things, and thereby endanger the neg- 
} le& of the more amiable ornaments of the 
| mind, that women adorn tbemſelves, — not with 
broidered, or platted, bair, or gold, or pearls, or 
7975 rg, but—with good works *, 9 | 
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In as much then as an ei diffolute 
life, and the cuſtoms uſed at revellings and ri- 
otings, muſt. always be diſhonourable to men; 
this of nouriſhing their hair, which was done 
for ſuch purpoſes, will, as in the apoſtle's 
eſtimation, be ſo too: 'And as far as it is 
diſgraceful to women to affect the manners 
and cuſtoms of the other ſex, ſo, on the con- 
trary, to wear long hair, whereby to expreſs 
their modeſty, ſubjection, and native . 


5 wy be their glory. 


1 Tim. ii. 9. 1 Pet. ili. 3. 


AND 


( 25. ] 


"Ai this is a ſubject well worthy of an Apo- 
ſtolical pen; good moraliſts having always dif- 
| courag'd, and forbid, every thing, however in- 
nocent in itſelf, that is generally abus d to 

vitious purpoſes. Plato baniſh'd poetry and 
muſick out of his common-wealth, not- 
withſtanding they are both very fine accom- 
pliſhments, and have been employed to the 
nobleſt purpoſes, in the ſeryice of God, and to 
the incitement of the moſt generous virtue; 
becauſe he found them more frequently abus'd, | 
as incentives to Jaxury and effeminacy. 5 

. AnD Weste as indifferent as habits may 
ſ eem to be, in themſelves, the Ferwi/p and other 
law-givers have ſeverely prohibited either of 
the ſexes uſing the habit of the other. The 
woman ſhall. not wear that which pertaineth units 
à man; neither ſhall a man put on a woman's gar- 
ment; for all that do ſo are abomination unto the 
Lord thy God *. How infamous did P. Clodius 
render himſelf among the Romans, for intru- 
ding into the myſteries. of Bana Dea in wo- 
man's apparel, in order to converſe with Pom 

peia, ( * ars wife, with whom he was in love? 

Every ſchool-boy knows the proverb, Clodius 
accuſat moechos.. 27 0 1 
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L * 


ER other thing in this paragraph that 


ſeems difficult, is, how à man praying, 
vr propheſying, having his head covered, diſhonour- 
erb his bead; and if the apoſtle had been in 
that poſition, as in what I have been conſider- 
ing, appealing to nature, or cuſtom, it would 
be unſurmountable ; for not only the Egyptians, 
Greeks, and Romans moſt ' uſually performed 
their ſacred rites, as is evident from antiquity, 
and from many medals ſtill extant. in the ca- 
binets of the curious, with their heads cover» 


ed; but the Fews too, and ſo they continue to 


do in their ſynagogues to this day. It is there- 
fore worth remarking, that tho” he appeals to 
the Corintbians to judge in themſebves whether it 
be comely for a WOMAN 10 pray to God with ber 
Bendl uncover d, he makes no ſuch appeal with 

ard to the men; nor does it appear, as Mr. 
Mede obſerves, that the men had been faulty 
in that reſpect; but the apoſtle mentions it as 
an argument 4 pari, to introduce his cenſure 
and correction of the women: And what he 


advances on that head 1s one of the things 


which he calls ordinances, ver. 2. which, by the 
_y of. God, he gave, upon particular occa- 
ions, as they occur'd ; which they themſelves 
had no data to reaſon upon; but yet were, in 
reality, not without peculiar reaſons, which he 

explains. | $f 5 


Wirz regard to this then, it ſeems to be 
x"cuſtom peculiar to the chriſtian religion, 
N founded 


{27] 


| founded on the new relation they ſtood in to 


Jeſus Chriſt, (for“ diſhonouring their heads,” 


does not relate to themſelyes, but in the 
woman it relates to the man, and in the 
man to Chriſt.) Whoſe religion being con- 
formable to the ſtrifteſt reaſoning, and the 
exacteſt truth, alter'd nothing of the ori- 
ginal conſtitution of God; but preſerv'd 
every thing juſt as it was from the, begin- 
ning, the man in his ſuperiority, and the 
woman in her ſubjection. And therefore it 
was a diſhonour done to. Chriſt, who was now 
become the head of the church, to imagine his 
religion had made the leaſt change in the rela- 


tion of the man and the woman, or that the man 


was leſs her ſuperior now than before ; ſo little 
foundation had the pretence on which the Co- 
rinthiau women ſeem to have gone in throwing 
off their veils. And that, as his religion had 
abrogated all ſuperſtitious rites and ceremonies, 


and did not conſiſt of external appearances, 


but of - the hidden man of the. heart, no one 
ſhould think that even God was the leaſt ho- 
noured, by man's laying aſide the mark of ſu- 
periority, tho' in his immediate preſence. For 
bat were a ſuperſtition not conſiſtent with the 
rational worſhip of chriſtianity; which ought 
to be conducted in the moſt natural, ſober, ſo- 


lemn mood imaginable, and with the greateſt - 


manlineſs and decency. And as the 2 
forbids the women, for the reaſons already 
mentioned, to appear in their aſſemblies with- 
out the Power, or mark of ſubjection, on their 
heads; it was an 5 of great en 
1 | 2 an 
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and prudence, that the men, who are the image 
and glory of God, ſhould appear there with the 
mark of ſuperiority, i. e. uncovered; for o- 
therwiſe, there would ſtill remain the appear- 
ance of equality. | | 


'ConTrRary to which, perhaps, the Treaſon 
why the Egyptians, Greeks, = Romans at 


leaſt, if not the Jews, worſnip'd, as was juſt 


now ſaid, with their heads cover'd, was in to- 

ken of their ſubjection to the deity, and on 
urpoſe to lay aſide all other diſtinctions what- 

Oever. 


1 jos then being the general nature of the 


apoſtle's reaſoning upon this ſubject, I 
proceed to inquire into the more particular, and 


minute, reaſon he gives, why women ſhould by 


no means throw off their Veils, becauſe of the 


angels. 


No one will doubt but that all religious ob- 


ſervances ſhould be done © decently and in or- 


der;“ and that, eſpecially at the firſt eſtab- 


Tiſhment of chriſtianity, chriftians ſhould guard 
againſt every thing that was immodeſt or inde- 


cent; and we have ſeen why womens throw- 


ing off their Veils was thought ſo. But why 
ſhould it be becauſe of the angels ?——The apo- 
ſtleis authority, injoining them not to do it, 
had been ſufficient ; but he adds this, as ſome- 


thing 


[29] 
thing which they would underſtand, and im- 
; mediately aſſent _. , 


TRHOSE who think it was founded on a no- | 


tion that was pretty common among the Fes, 


that angels were preſent at their religious aſ- 


ſemblies, make but a lame argument of it; 
for, beſides that this is indeed a mere notion, 
with no authority to ſupport it; it is extreamly 
ſtrange the apoſtle ſhould exact a ſuperior de- 
ference to them, which looks ſomething like 
idolatry, than to the Almighty Being worſhi 

ped there, who is ſaid 10 charge them with folly, 

and in whoſe preſence they are repreſented as 
veiling their faces. The paſlage refer'd to in 


the margin of the bible Eccleſ. v. 6. does not 


make the argument a whit more plain, ſuffer 


not thy mouth to make thy fleſh to fin, neither ſay 


thou before the angel that it was an error; and 
beſides, the Syriac, and Arabic, according to 
the Polyglotte, and the Septuagint tranſlate it 
before God; or if it be rightly tranſlated with 


us, It muſt be meant of the angel of the cove- 


nant; therefore called emphatically the angel. 


No is their account of it much more intel- 
ligible, who make it an argument of charity 
in fayour of the angels; ſome of them having 
been thought to have fallen from heaven on 
account of their luſting after the daughters of 
men, Gen. vi. 2. which Tertullian, not unplea- 
ſantly, ſ. ays, is a ſtronger reaſon for virgins 
being veil'd than for women, quarum flos jam 
bumanam ae 1 10 1 wa ergo adumbrari 

Facies 


9 
7 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 

= 
| | 


d — 1 * . ES.” 
5 — — — — —— 4 ach =. - 
— 1 " — —__ - * * 
. 
. " 7 - . - 
— ron a — 8 2 2 
_ 2 ——ů—— omen pqmnagiads 
1 — — —— 


304 


facies jam ena. quae uſque ad 2 ſean- 
dala jaculata eſt.— Tis enough to ſay in an- 
ſwer to this account, that the ſons of God, there 
mention'd, do not mean angels; but thoſe who 
were call'd ſons of God, becauſe the families 
they came of were diſtinguiſh'd from other 
men, by the knowledge and worſhip of the 


one God, from which they degeneratẽd after 


wards, by marrying into idolattous families, 
Nor is it eaſy to conceive how, upon any no- 
tion of angels as ſpiritual beings, the Veil 
could poſſibly hide yas faces of the women, 
or take away the temptation, if 1 * 


C Hop there was. 


e . wha: think * were to 
keep them on, in remembrance of the fall of 
Eve at the ſuggeſtion of evil angels; ſeem not 
to take notice, or elſe they forget, that it was 
but ene evil ſpirit that had any hand in her 
immediate temptation; who is therefore al- 
ways emphatically call'd in ſcripture, be ſer- 
peut, ſatan, the devil ; and tis e if the 
apoſtle had meant kim, - he would have call'd 


him by one or other of theſe names. But 


even if he had, the argument does not ſeem 
to bean intelligible one; and that is nth me 
an. people objection to them all. 


"Lak us ſce then: whather the pn 3 
may be otherwiſe underſtood, fo as to make it 
more plain and obvious. Lexicons wil tell us 


* Tert. de veland. virgin. 


TRI 1 
it ſignifies angelus, nuntiur, index. Will it be 
a ſenſible argument then in either of theſe lat- 
ter epics? ? 1 think 1 it will; and ſhall ſhows. 


ws the an is d in che New Ta : 
ment in the ſame ſenſe as 4 ſſie, in the ſtricteſt 
meaning of it; and often, both there i 
the ein Ee „ 122" Jam 
tet 
Talr ſtrangers, who: might had or. 
meſſengers, either did come to their min 
to obſerve their behaviour; or at leaſt it was 
ſuppos d by the apoſtle they night come, in 
the very argument he is upon, which .does> 
not conclude lt the end . whe: Wan ee 
and laſtly. | 
443 £5 
Tua he could not have us'd a * 3 
tive for chriſtians behaving with decency, than 
on their account, that they might. repast nos 
_ to their eee 2 341: oiget 
9240 9414 x 
| dane tho I ſhould produce e ever 10 many 
places out of profane writers, where the word: 
ay yes is us d in the ſame ſenſe as a ſpies yet, 
— to the common rules of criticiſm; 
one / paſſage from the. New \Tefament will be. 
thought to outweigh many from them, I ſhall: 
therefore principally infiſt on the ſtory in 
ture of tbe ſpies which Jaſbna ſent to Faricbs: 
(ns there is no ſtory of ſpies, properly ſa 
call'd, in biſtory that could be more to the 
purpoſe) whom Rahab the harlot lodged, and 
85 70 and, ſearch being made: iter them, /ext- 
out 


— 


out another way; chaten 1 7065 ii. and vi. N 
refer d to, Heb. xi. 31, and dene 25. 116 


| Tas perſons Gs by Folbus are calbd 9 
WAN (meragelim hereſh) exploratores: occulti, or 
more. literaly from the Hebrew, clam explorato-- 
res, from M (haraſh) ſurdum agere, to act the 
part of a deaf man incapable of ſreceiving in- 
formation. And the Septuagint ſays they were 
ſent xaTaoxoreoe Tv ym: And the author of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, mentioning this cir- 
cumſtance as an inſtance of Rabab's faith, uſes 
the ſame expreſſion as the Septuagint — 
o. But St. James, when he has occaſion to 
ſpeak of the ſame ſtory, calls them by the word 
before us, en TOT ATT — 


ch. 11. 25. 


Sach it © boy ſaid, his 4 not prove that 
ayynos ſhould be 7ranſiated'a ſpie; I ſhall only 
= that the wan: DOIN, or zarwoxonto of 
the one, and the ae of the other, are the 
ſame''perſons ; and 1 believe had our tranſla- 
tors - render'd St. James s words received the: 
ſpies, no one would have objected to it; and 
whatever objections can be brought to St. 
Paul's uſing a in bat ſenſe in the paſ- 
ſage before us, I will venture to retort on St. 
James's uſing it in the paſſage I have quoted; 
the perſons he ſpeaks” of, having carry'd no 
meſſage zo the city of Jerieho;: nor doing any 
thing more than looking about, to mate a report 
zo Joſhua upon their return. And I am ſure 
XATRCKOT HY has no other ſignification _ look-. 


2 — a 


„ 

Ing bond, whether it be with more, or leſs t& 
ſve. If they will have it that a ſpie is 4 b& 
word, they may as much to the putpoſe fay à 
1 ying glaſs is a 1 bad inſtrumeat. Dr. Pearce's 
Mr or is extreamly Juſt, 17 res iy 7 151 6. 
e 1. quaeſtioni 2 ef. . Ut 5 er 5 
oc proberur non poſtulandum ęſt; oft ingenti 
pot ena PAY Ah: . 5 


ND as to the her meaniny Ft 
meſſenger there are ſo many inſtances ch 
in the 859 1agint, © and the 7155 Teftament, 
that it would be tedious to enumerate” them.. 
Particularly the men. who brought the ty- 
dings of his misfortunes to Job, are every one 
of them call'd ay; So are St. Jahn 
| diſciples whom he ſent to u to aſk," aft 
_thoy he. that ſhould come, or do we look for an- 
other ? anihSorlav ds Tw ayyov Inzvvou, Fob 
vii. 24, Now tho. the word meſſenger, in the 
Engliſh language, 9 5 carries the idea of 
being ſent ;, that idea is not at all neceſſary to 
the words ayymos, or nuuius, each being de- 
rived from a verb which Lignifies ſimply and 
barely 10 tell, or to relate; nor could any of the 


- "meſſengers to Fob be fent ; becauſe it i 18 * of 


the meſſage of each of them, W 1 oy an 
tapes alone to tell thee. We 9 . 


Ap therefore 1 think, 10 father ate Gn | 
"remain of this being the meani T of the Word 


in che paſſage before * when have . 


® Concio ad Synodum oth 


[34] 


as J proceed to do , ſtrangers, either, di 
5 6 their zel, ; or. it Was psd 6 


the ſtle they might come, in the ve 
55 es is u <A; htl does not conclu. | 
fil ch the end of 0 xiv. To which, from th 
58 ginning of this eleventh, is one continu'c 
1 dane . diſcourſe; wherein he corretts bk 
groſs abuſes which had crept into, their publi 
OP? "84 


Finsr. the indecent manner in which their 
women appear'd there; Irom the SETS 
of ch. xi. to ver. 163 


1 * 


© Sik conDLY, as Gens, n intempe 
rance at their Iove- feaſts; e FRF. to 55 ; 


end of the chapter; ; 

Aub laftly, their miſtakes about the {pi ri- 
tual gifts imparted to them for the eification 
of the church; but which ſome of them, it 
ſeems, - coveted more out of pride, and an af- 
fectation of ſuperiority ; from. the beginning of 
the 1ath, to the end A the 14th chapter. yy 


AI which would be too long to tranſcribe 3 
but-if the reader will give himſelf the trouble 
to peruſe the whole, I believe he will find the 
apoſtle 1 is, in moſt places, correcting their irre- 
-gularities on principles of decency, and on ac- 
Count of the ill appearance they made. It is 
_ evidently . Jo in the aragraph before us, as has 
been already fully 1 ewn. 


5 4 
* 
- F 


[5] 


No in e next, Wien betiavicur ae cheir 
5 and the Lord's ſupper; he remon- 
Arates to them how indecent, as well as irreli- 
1 it was, for the rich to bring ſuch plenti- 
pers merely for themſelves apart, and 
; f them. to exceſs in the manner they did, 
fo x as to deſpiſe, or bring into contempt,” the 
church of God, and put thoſe out of counte- 


nance whoſe circumſtances were too ſtrait to al- 


low them to feaſt in the ſame manner; a prac- 

tice God had ſuffer d them to fall into, that 
the good and upright might, by that contraſt, 
appear in their true character in the midſt of 
the reſt, ver. 19. cd vag nar aiptous w vs 
UVa, ty or Men i fares Yvauray e vw. Af. 
ter reproving w he goes on to ſhow, that 
in truth it was not to eat the Lord's ſupper at 
all; and that was the reaſon. of * e 
nen under, &c. 


On the-laſt bead, their abuſes-of the wi 


tonl gifts beſtow d on them for the edification 
of the church, he is. more large and full; 
ſhowing the opinion muſt entertain 

of them from thence, and che probable reports 
they would make of their behaviour, accord- 
ing as they perſiſted in, or amended, thoſe ir- 


regularities; concluding the argument, relating 


to all the three heads mention'd, with a gener 
ral precept, Let all things be done tuo 

decently, and with a fair appearance: If there- 

fore the whole” church be come together into ant 


_ and all ſpeak _ tongues, and there come 
in 


1 
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[ 36 ] 
in thoſe that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will 
bey nos ſay that ye are mad But if all propheſy, 
and there come in one that believeth not, or ond 
unlearned, be is convinced of all, he is judged ＋ 

all: And thus are the ſecrets of his heart : 
mani; and fo falling — — be uill 
worſhip God, and report that _ ar . 
Anus ven g, 245 25. N. : 


TR . who are "in . 10 come 

in, are the unkarned, who are likewiſe mention'd 
ver. 16, and unbelievers. Now though the un- 
learned, i. e. perſons ignorant of any other lan- 
guage but their own, for in both places he is 
ſpeaking; of the gift of tongues, may mean ei- 
ther thoſe who were, or thoſe who were not, 
of their o. ſociety; the others, inbelievers, 
muſt be thoſe only of other religions, either 
Fews, or Heathens, who came, or were ſent, out 
of curioſity, to ſee the manner and method of 
their worſhip ; and are ſuppos'd to make à re- 
e both of what they ſaw, and the 
judgment they paſs d thereupon. In the one 
eaſe, if they did nothing but ſpeak with tongues, 
it is probable they would not only think with- 
in themſelves, Ts: teil abroad, s20vorw, that 
they were a company of madmen. In the 
other, if bey propheſy d, fo that their diſcour- 
ſes reach*d the conſciences, and the ſecret 
thoughts of the hearts, of the ignorant, or 
the unbeliever; he would probably immedi - 

ately fall down on his face, and worſhip God; 
and afterwards, report, mo rye from the 
very fame ol Wes. > word under 


CON- 


10 E 


— a is in them of 'a truth. 
6 Exa&ly the ſame buſineſs with Toſbud's RIO 


SnovLD * be fail that the heathens were 
too ignorant manner o ip among 
- the chriſtians, and their accounts of them too 
abſurd, to render it probable, they ever either 
went, or ſent, or gave themſelves any trouble, 
ire about them ; that even Pliny him- 
ſelf, above a century after the firſt preaching 
of chriſtianity, knew not what account to give 
of them to Trajan, and was forc'd to © put 
< two of their own deaconeſles to the rack 
to find out their opiniens ; I anſwer, the 
fact is not N to the er g the pre- 
{vw gens and probability, y might 

ſend, is ſufficient. It is no proof —— 
actually did come to a. feaſt, or an engage- 
ment; that his hoft, or * were Per 
paree. for his reception. 


1 Howzvaza, the benchons will not the Eh 
perſons within the fuppoſition, We read Gal. 
Ii. 4, of falſe brethren who' came in privily, or 
by ſtealth, on purpoſe © to ſpy out tbe liberty 
which they had in Chriſt Feſus; and it may be 
juſtly ſuppos'd, - conſidering what oppoſition 
St. Paul bad met with, particularly at Corinth, 
Calatia, and Philippi, how glad his ill-wiſhers 
would be to take hold of any advantage a- 
n him, and how great reaſon he had 
| there- 


* Plin. Ep. Lib. x. 97. 


therefore to Ne: all his reſo lyees t 
liar * and mens of 


viour. 


"| && 34 


AnD if it is pollble chat either Nag 
and ſpies, or ſtrangers, who came into thei 


+4 
ww 


aſſemblies out of ;ordinary; curioſity, whatever 


quarter either of them nigh come from, 
ſhould go away and report, (and that ſuppoſi- 
tion alone would be ſufficient to eſtabliſh the 
cfiticiſm, ſee p. 33.) that, tho? the chriſtians 

tended to uncommon purity and decency, 
their myſteries were like thoſe of the heathens, 
the women throwing off their Veils, and with 
them the peculiar modeſty of the ſex; the 
heathens themſelves could have no inducement 
to examine farther into their religion, than 
by inrolling, as they offer d to do, Jeſus 
Chriſt into the number of their gods. And 
the Jetos, who were ſeparated from the nations 
by cuſtoms as oppoſite to theirs as might be, 


to anſwer the de? ' purpoſes of” providence in 


that ſeparation; would receive a very juſt, and 
unanſwerable prejudice againſt it. And in ei 
ay caſe, its end muſt be enn defented. 


Don could he have us'd a more dene 
argument with the female ſex not to do ſo, 
than that drawn from decency, there being in 


them a natural modeſty, and an amiable ſhame- 


facedneſs, that would be peculiarly ſenſible to 


ſuch a conſideration, . 


= RT 
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75 


J ET us fee then how. the argument will 
J ſtand with this interpretation. For the 
clearer perception of which, I ſhall take the li- 
berty to tranſpoſe this 11th verſe, and rather 
. a „„ 9 *: 
inſert it between the 15th and 16th. For tis 


* 


a "to judicious obſervation of Mr. Locke in 


his eſſay for the underſtanding Sy. Paul's epiſtles,, 
| &c. that © he was a man of quick thought, 
warm temper, mighty well vers'd in the 
« writings of the Old Teftament, and full of 
&* the doctrine of the New : All this put to- 
« gether ſuggeſted matter to him in abun- 
* dance on thoſe ſubjects which came in his 
< way; ſo that one may conſider him when 
ec he was writing, as beſet with a crowd of 
thoughts, all ſtriving for utterance. In this 
be 71 5 of mind it was almoſt impoſſible 
for him to keep that ſlow pace, and obſerve 
* minutely that order and method of ranging 

and 


“ all he ſaid, from which reſults an, eaſy. ar 
obvious perſpicuity. To this plenty 

„ yehemence of his, may be imputed thoſe 
« many large r which a careful 
“ reader may obſerve in his epiſtles. Upon 
ce this account alſo it is, that he often breaks 
off in the middle of an argument, to let in 
« ſome new thought ſuggeſted by his own 
« words; which having purſued and explain- 
ed, as far as — to his preſent pur- 


was pole, 


— 


(457 


« poſe, he eallures. again the thread of bi 2 1 
« diſcourſe, and goes on with it, without * 
4c 1 any notice that he rey ain to 


| 2 - 2 lſcourſe Land NE in 2 
« coherent, well-agreeing ſenſe that makes it 


bh 


6 all of. E piece. | | 80 


Wirz this hoy then, the pang vil 
run thus. 


Nor 7 pralf. 4 you, VER FP you remem-. 
3 me in all things, and keep the ordinances, 45 7 20 
delivered them to — But 1 would have you. 
N the head of every man is Cbriſt; and the 27 
Ten woman is the nan; and the 47} 
od. Every. man praying or Drop ing, 

ping 4 bis head cover'd, di onoureth bis head. E But 
every woman that rayeth | or propheſieth with ber 
bead uncover d, diſbonoureth ber bead; for that is 
even all one as if ſhe were ſhaven. For wif the 
woman be not covered, let her alſo be ; but 
if it be 4 ſhame for @ woman to be 7 fo: 
ven, let her be covered. For a man indeed ought 
not to cover bis bead, faraſmuch”, as he is the image 
and glory of Cod: but the woman is the glory, of 
the man. For the man is uot of the woman: but 
the woman of the man. Neither was the man cre- 
ated for the woman: but the woman for the man. 

| I  Newer- 


[41] 


. Nevertheleſs, neither is the man without the woe. 
man, neit er the woman without the man in the 


Lord. "For as the toomdn is of the man, even d 


is the man alfo 2% the woman: but all things of 


Gol. "Fudge in yourſelves : is it comely that a wo- 
mat pray unto Grd uncover d? Doth not even na- 
ture itfelf teach you, that if a man have long hair, 
it 7s a ſhame umo bim? But if a woman have long 
hair, it is a glory to ber: for her hair is given her 
for a covering. For this cauſe ought the woman 
to habe power on her head, becauſe vf perſons who 
mmgy report your Behaviour abroad. But if any 
man 'ſeem to be contentious, abe have no Juch eaſe 
tom, neither the churches of God. * 


How plain, how ſimple, how conciſe, (and 
that is What the [apoſtle often ſtudies, and 
thereby Torjetirric renders himfelf obſcure) and 


How well connected is the argument in this 
ht de It ꝛis contrary to What is every where 


*< reputed decent for the woman not to nouriſh 
«her Hair. For this cauſe let her appear in 
Lethe dſual faſhion in your religious aſſem- 
*bhes, that khere may be no report ſpread in 
*the world: to your-diſatvantage.” And I am 
Ferſuaded, had it always ſtood in the order I have 
placed ir, (but Whether its ſtanding as it does 
was owing to the vehemency of the apoſtle 
himſelf, or the hurry of any copyiſt, is impoſ- 
ſible to ſay) it would never have been miſta- 
ken; or. ſuch ſtrange confiructigns put Yoon, it 

as ve haveſſeen. | 
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| + OW, 
Tow tho! — aware of ſome objeRticns 
that will be rais'd ; and cannot {ay that 
rer is the moſt accurate word the apaſtle 
could have choſe ; yet as it will bear the inter- 
pretation I have put uponiit, and is an exceed» 
ing good argument in that ſenſe, nay the plain» 
eſt and beſt that could be urg'd; but is not in- 
telligible in any other; I muſt declare for my- 
ſelf, I am firmly perſuaded it was his meaning, 
being much more ſolicitous about the juſtneſa 
of his ſentiment, than the an dale of iis 


language. 


Any J am the * perſuaded of it, as 
4“ is no ſimilar word in the Greet tongue, 
for which it can be ſuppos'd to be miſtaken by 
any tranſcriber ; Mr. Le Clerc's conjecture, that 
it ſhould be read da vu ayy rigs being with- 
out the leaſt foundation; and even if it was al- 
low'd, not making the argument in the leaſt 
more plain, and intelligible, unleſs it reſults in 
that which I have offer d; for both which rea- 
ſons IJ have taken no other notice of it in the 
courſe of theſe papers: And I do not remem- 
ber to have met with an * criticiſm on 
25 word. Ty | 


QrovrD any one - Hom, chisp age raiſe 
a ſcruple of conſcience, an — that 


women ought now to wear Jui and that it 
would 


would be a fin for them to appear at church in 
any other dreſs : It is ſufficient to tell them, 
the apoſtle is only arguing for gry and 
that whatever is reputed decent, and ſober in 


the country where we live, anſwers the end to 
all intents and purpoſes. People have often 
loft the meaning and ſpirit of chriſtianity, by 
too rigid an adherence to the letter of it. 
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